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The experiment began with the choice of the Chairman of the new institution, Mr Ho Kwon
Ping, a renowned and successful business entrepreneur. He was joined by an SMU task
force of academics, including Professor Tan Chin Tiong, who determined that SMU should
be an American-style university offering a broad-based education, in contrast to Singapore's
tradition of the more specialised British model.

A new chapter in the success story of SMU and the University's School of Law began on 20
January 2014, with the ground-breaking ceremony for the School’s own building, which is to
be built at the open space between Armenian Street and Canning Rise. The building is ex-
pected to be completed by 2017. A key feature integrated into the new building is the Kwa
Geok Choo Law Libray, named in memory of the late Madam Kwa Geok Choo, wife of
former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. The 2,600 square metres Law Library will take on a
distinct architectural form that is reminiscent of a pearl. It will seat more than 500 people,
and will be fully equipped with modern technology and wired for legal research in the 21st
century. Also housed within the Law Building will be the David Marshall Moot Court, the
SMU Pro Bono Centre and other research centres.
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