TALLINNA ULIKOOL

Tallinn University

A parliamentary decision by the Republic of Estonia consolidated sev-
eral Tallinn universities and institutes into a single institution that re-
sulted in the founding of Tallinn University as a public university on 18
March 2005.

An overview of important milestones:

1552 A library was created in St. Olaf's Church in Tallinn, which became the first public library in the
city of Tallinn. Part of its collection of rarities belongs to the repository of the Tallinn University
Academic Library, where it remains today.

1919 The Tallinn Teachers’ Seminar was established in Tallinn. The school has had a variety of
names throughout its history (e.g. Tallinn Teachers' Institute from 1947-1952; Tallinn Pedagog-
ical Institute from 1952-1992; and Tallinn Pedagogical University from 1992-2005) but its his-
tory of teacher training is now carried on by the Tallinn University Institute of Educational Sci-
ences and a number of other units in the university that provide teacher training.

1947 After the Second World War, the Tallinn Teachers' Institute started teaching independent
majors and minors of the Estonian language and literature, Russian language and literature,
history, mathematics and physics, natural sciences and gecgraphy, English, drawing, and
physical education. Independent units for conducting research were also created. This transi-
tion resulted in the creation of units that focused on specialties. These units eventually
evolved into today’s Institutes of. Estonian Language and Culture; Slavonic Languages and
Cultures; Germanic and Romance Languages and Cultures; Mathematics and Natural Sci-
ences; and Health Sciences and Sports.

1990 The Estonian Academy of Sciences established the Institute of Ecology and Sea Research. It
became the Institute of Ecology two years later. Today the Institute of Ecology is part of Tallinn
University.

1991 The Minister of Social Affairs suggested to the Rector that social workers should be trained at
the university because the complexity of the 1990s had introduced serious social issues and
more professionals were needed to deal with these challenges. The first students were ac-
cepted in 1991. Social work is now taught and researched at the Tallinn University School of
Governance, Law and Society.

2010 The first international Tallinn Winter School was held.

2010 The Confucius Institute was established in Tallinn University. It is a Centre for Chinese lan-
guage and culture and operates as part of the Office of Chinese Language Council Interna-
tional (Hanban).

2010 The Institute of Communication was established in Tallinn University, the Advertising and Ima-
gology department from the Institute of Psychology was merged with it. In 2015, the Institute
of Communication became part of the Baltic Film, Media, Arts and Communication Schooaol.

2010 The Law School was established, which is the successor in teaching law to the University
MNord. In 2015, the Law School became part of the School of Governance, Law and Society.

2011 Tallinn University joined the Green Academic Footprint initiative of the Network of Universities
from the Capitals of Europe (UNICA) in order to participate in the process of making the princi-
ples of sustainable development part of everyday life at the university.

2012 Tallinn Pedagogical College merged with Tallinn University and is now part of the Tallinn Uni-
versity School of Educational Sciences.

2012 The Tallinn University Nova and Astra buildings were completed.

2013 The Centre for Innovation in Education was established within Tallinn University.

2015 The Senate approves the new Development Plan (2015-2020), which sets the goal to promot-
ing intelligent lifestyle.
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