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Fordham Un1vers1ty

From College to University

In 1904, three years before Spellman’s arrival at Rose Hill, the president, Father John J. Collins, SJ,
announced that St. John's College would become a university, but the transition from St. John's Col-
lege to Fordham University was a gradual process, spread over several decades, with a number of
setbacks and false starts. The process began in 1905 with the opening of the first two graduate
schools. The first graduate school, the Medical School, lasted only sixteen years and was discontin-
ued In 1921 due largely but not solely to financial reasons. However, the second graduate school, the
Law School, flourished from the beginning despite a nomadic existence that necessitated four chang-
es of location In the first ten years.

In 1938, Victor Hess, the Nobel Prize in Physics winner for his discovery of cosmic rays, escaped Nazi
persecution and found a professional home at Rose Hill.

A major milestone in the development of Fordham University took place with the establishment of the
Lincoln Center Campus in the 1960s.

Fordham made major strides in achieving its goal of becoming a national rather than a local or regional
Institution during the nineteen-year presidency of Father Joseph O'Hare, SJ In 1972, 72 percent of
Fordham undergraduates were commuters; twenty years later, 70 percent of Fordham undergradu-
ates lived on campus. The transition was made possible by the construction of over 3,500 new student
residential units. The opening of the Walsh Family Library in 1997 was an essential ingredient in Ford-
ham’s bid to become a serious research institution. In 1997 U.S. News and World Report ranked Ford-

ham Law School 28th out of 179 law schools nationwide, and it ranked the Graduate School of Social

Service 11th out of 127 such programs across the country.
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